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Background 

The Outcome of GEAR 20-2019 requested several inputs from the Expert Network on Economic and Social 

Analyses, including ESA in HOLAS III and the ESA Roadmap. These documents were submitted to the GEAR 

21-2019 meeting.  

Regarding ESA in HOLAS III, GEAR 21-2019 (Outcome, paras 5.29-5.32) supported the proposal for the 

economic and social analyses in HOLAS III, as well as the integration of ESA to other work strands in HOLAS 

III. Regarding the ESA Roadmap, GEAR 21-2019 (Outcome, paras 5.33-5.35) agreed in principle with the 

roadmap for continued HELCOM work on ESA with the understanding that it will be revised based on the 

input from the meeting. 

In addition, GEAR 21-2019 (Outcome, para 4.40) invited EN ESA to concretize three first actions of the 2018 

MD outlined in the document 4-6 for inclusion in the updated BSAP. 

The 8th meeting of the HELCOM Expert Network on Economic and Social Analyses (EN ESA 8-2019) was 

organised as an online meeting on 25 November 2019. 

Aims 

The aims of the meeting were to: 

- Discuss the process with the ESA in HOLAS III and Roadmap for ESA documents 

- Discuss concretization of 2018 MD actions for inclusion in the updated BSAP 

- Present and discuss current status of ACTION WP6 and sufficiency of measures analysis. 

  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN%20ESA%205-2019-655/MeetingDocuments/Document2%20Summary%20of%20GEAR%2020%20Outcome%20HELCOM%20EN-ESA%205-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2021-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2021-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20GEAR%2021-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/4-6%20Concretization%20of%20existing%20HELCOM%20actions.pdf


Outcome of EN ESA 8-2019 

 

  
 

  Page 2 of 6 
 

 

Outcome of EN ESA 8-2019 

The list of Meeting Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

The agenda of the Meeting is contained in Annex 2. 

The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Soile Oinonen, Finnish Environment Institute. Heini Ahtiainen, HELCOM 

Secretariat, acted as secretary. 

1. Opening of the meeting 

1.1 The Chair opened the meeting. 

1.2 The Meeting adopted the agenda as presented in Annex 2 and agreed to proceed as outlined in the 

agenda. 

2. Timely EN ESA matters 

2.1 The Meeting discussed the need to have a face-to-face meeting to discuss national ESA work. 

3. Update on the national MSFD process 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the information on that Sweden and Finland are planning cost-

effectiveness analysis for spring 2020. 

4. Update of ESA Roadmap 

4.1 The Meeting took note that the Roadmap for continued economic and social analyses was 

submitted to GEAR 21-2019. 

4.2 The Meeting took note that GEAR 21-2019 agreed in principle with the roadmap for continued 

HELCOM work on ESA with the understanding that it will be revised based on the input from the 

meeting, including: 

i) a timeline that relates to the general development of the BSAP update and HOLAS III to clarify 

the timing of the analyses and provide information to assess resource needs; 

ii) additional reflections on the social dimension of economic and social analyses; and 

iii) scenario analysis. 

4.3 The Meeting decided to add the requested topics to the Roadmap, with following reflections: 

i) Timeline: The timeline should reflect ACTION and SOM processes as well as the time plan for 

HOLAS III (document 5-4 Rev.1 to GEAR 21-2019).  

ii) Social dimension: This links to some existing items in the Roadmap, including the assessment of 

ecosystem services, especially cultural, and the development of social indicators. Regional 

economic and social analyses already cover some parts of the social dimension, which could be 

better reflected in reporting of the results. Results on non-monetary valuation of ecosystem 

services from BONUS ROSEMARIE project during the first part of 2020 could also provide 

additional insights here. A workshop could be organized to start discussion what social 

dimension could mean in the context of regional analysis in the Baltic Sea and seek stronger 

collaboration with social scientists other than economists.  

iii) Scenario analysis: Prerequisite for scenario analyses are integrated models and information 

about the development of pressures or status. This should build on the scenario analysis that is 

done to support SOM analysis and existing tools and approaches, such as the BSPII (see SPICE 

Deliverable 3.4) and Symphony. An integrated tool that can support scenario analysis is also 

being developed as part of the BONUS BASMATI project. Kristine Pakalniete is a participant in 

the project and will keep EN ESA updated about the progress and outputs. 

5. ESA in HOLAS III 

5.1 The Meeting took note that GEAR 21-2019 considered and supported the proposal for the 

economic and social analyses in HOLAS III. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/5-4%20Rev.1%20Provisional%20plan%20for%20HOLAS%20III.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Projects/Completed%20projects/SPICE/Theme%203_Deliverable%203.4.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/HELCOM%20at%20work/Projects/Completed%20projects/SPICE/Theme%203_Deliverable%203.4.pdf
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5.2  The Meeting took note and GEAR 21-2019 supported the integration of ESA to other work strands 

in HOLAS III and also considered important to have a specific chapter on ESA in the report. 

5.3 The Meeting took note that priorities and ambition level of the ESA work for HOLAS III needs to be 

adjusted when resources for the work have been secured. 

5.4 The Meeting discussed that clarification of the process and resources for HOLAS III is needed before 

more detailed planning. 

5.5 The Meeting discussed available funding and resources for ESA for HOLAS III and considered 

different possible funding sources for the work. 

5.6 The Meeting agreed that ESA for HOLAS III should start at the same as other components to ensure 

integration and EN ESA should be consulted at the early stages of planning HOLAS III. 

5.7 The Meeting proposed to organize working meetings to start planning the integration of ESA in 

HOLAS III to assess the possibilities of integration and linkages to other HOLAS III components. 

These meetings should take place early during the preparatory phase of HOLAS III. 

5.8 The Meeting proposed to have a core team for coordinating HOLAS III, comprising people 

representing different scientific backgrounds, including social sciences. 

6. Concretization of 2018 MD actions for inclusion in the updated BSAP 

6.1 The Meeting took note that GEAR 21-2019 invited EN ESA to concretize the following actions of the 

2018 MD outlined for inclusion in the updated BSAP: 

i) 49. WE RECOGNIZE that knowledge on the relationship between the state of the marine 

environment and human well-being is essential for applying the ecosystem approach to 

management of human activities and in maritime spatial planning in the region, as well as for 

implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the Convention on Biological 

Diversity; 

ii) 50. To this end, WE AGREE to further develop and carry out coordinated regional economic and 

social assessments, including mapping, valuation, and analysis of ecosystem services and 

natural capital accounting, taking advantage of improved methods and comparability of data; 

iii) 51. WE ALSO AGREE to encourage further coordinated research to support cost of degradation 

analyses, cost-effectiveness analyses of regional measures, and assessment of cost and benefits 

related to achieving GES covering the entire Baltic Sea region; 

6.2 The Meeting took note that proposals should be submitted to the Secretariat by 5 February 2020. 

6.3 The Meeting discussed the actions and proposed to build the concretization of actions on the ESA 

Roadmap. The Secretariat will first link the actions to the relevant items in the ESA Roadmap and 

these will be developed further intersessionally. 

7. ACTION WP6 meeting on sufficiency of measures 

7.1 The Meeting took note of the information presented in a separate online meeting by ACTION WP6. 

7.2 The Meeting discussed the SOM approach, the cost-effectiveness analysis, the criteria for new 

measures, the possibilities of ACTION project to contribute to the formulation of such criteria and 

the timetable for the work. 

8. Other issues 

8.1 The Meeting discussed GEAR 21-2019 Outcome para 3.21 on the possibilities to access information 

on national timetables for MSFD implementation that are regularly updated prior to GEAR 

meetings and whether ESA are reported as part of that information. The Secretariat will clarify this 

and inform EN ESA. 

8.2 The Meeting discussed about applying for COST Action funding to enable collaboration with 

relevant projects. The Secretariat will find out if HELCOM can take the lead in applying for such 

funding. 
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8.3 The Meeting discussed the possibility to assess the benefits of updated BSAP and resources for 

doing so. EN ESA will come back to this in its next meeting. 

9. Next meeting 

9.1 The next EN ESA 9-2019 meeting will be held last week of January 2020 (27.-31.1.), as a face-to-

face meeting if possible. Topics that will be discussed include concretization of MD 2018 actions, 

contribution to SOM Platform, update of ESA Roadmap and national ESA to support marine 

policies. The agenda will be finalized by EN ESA early January. 

10. Closing the meeting 

10.1 The Chair closed the Meeting. 
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Annex 1. List of Participants 

 

 

  

Representing Name Organization Email address 

The Chair       

Finland Soile Oinonen Finnish Environment Institute soile.m.oinonen@ymparisto.fi 

Contracting 

Parties 

      

Estonia Liis Kikas Tallinn Technical University liis.kikas@taltech.ee 

Latvia Kristine Pakalniete AKTiiVS Ltd. kristinepa@apollo.lv 

Lithuania Daiva Semėnienė 

(online) 

Center for Environmental 

Policy 

daiva@aapc.lt 

Sweden Max Vretborn SwAM max.vretborn@havochvatten.se 

HELCOM 

Secretariat 

      

 Heini Ahtiainen HELCOM Secretariat heini.ahtiainen@helcom.fi 



Outcome of EN ESA 8-2019 

 

  
 

  Page 6 of 6 
 

 

Annex 2. Meeting agenda 

 

Monday 25 November 

10:00 – 10:10  Words of welcome 

10:10 – 11:00 Process with ESA in HOLAS III and Roadmap – updates from GEAR 

11:00 – 12:00 Current status of ACTION WP6 and sufficiency of measures analysis 

12:00 – 12:10 Break 

12:10 – 12:50 Concretization of 2018 MD actions for inclusion in the updated BSAP 

12:50 – 13:00 Planning of next meeting 

13:00 End of meeting 

 

 


